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Maria Carmen (Ica) Fernandez is a spatial 
planner working on the intersections of 
conflict, security, and development. She has 
spent the last decade specialising in the 
implementation and evaluation of peace 
agreements and other programs in conflict-
vulnerable areas. As a former worker in the 
Philippine ministry overseeing peace 
negotiations, she presently consults with 
governments, communities, and inter-
national development organisations. Her 
occasional illustrated works include the 
anthology Laoanen (2017) and Assad 
Baunto's Maranao cookbook Manga Tutul a 
Palapa (2018), both published by Gantala
Press. Ica holds an MA in Urban and 
Regional Planning from the University of 
the Philippines and an MPhil in Planning, 
Growth and Regeneration from the 
University of Cambridge.

The images featured here come from her 
work-in-progress tarot deck entitled “Ang 
Lakarang Baliw”. The image on p.34 draws 
from photojournalist Raffy Lerma's 2016
'pieta' photograph depicting Tokhang
victim Michael Siaron, cradled by partner 
Jennilyn Olayres. The image on p.88 refers 
to the bombing of Marawi by government 
forces.
Email: ica.fernandez@gmail.com


